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PUBLIC ADMINISTBATION. 


The Paridarshak, of the 30th November, is sorry that the Pioneer 
is so hard upon Lord Ripoo. But the writer 
tells Lord Ripon not to be sorry, for he has 
corked for the benefit of 25 millions of men, and can therefore very 
veli slight the displeasure of a handful of persons. The friendship of bad 
nen is not desirable, for even an honest man 1s looked upon with suspicion 
when he has bad men for his friends. ane 
9. The same paper says that during the administration of Nawab 
Serajudowla the people groaned under the 
oppression of one man, and that of one man 
only. But now-a-days they groan under the oppression of a very large 
number of nawabs. These sometimes oppress the clerks, at other times 
oppress the people as police officers. They beat people with impunity and 
often violate the chastity of women. 

9 The Sahachar, of the 3rd December, says that Government has 
reduced the Rajah of Susang to extremities by 
depriving him of his vast forests. Referring to 
the conferring of the title of Maharajah upon the Rajah and his descendants, 
the writer says that this is watering a tree after cutting its root. It is difficult 
to understand the policy of Government. 


4. The same paper says that a deputation from the Manchester 
Tho Manchester Chamber of Com. Chamber of Commerce waited upon Lord 
merce and Lord Dufferin. Dufferin in order to draw his attention to 
several matters affecting the interests of the English merchants. The 
deputation requested Lord Dufferin to extend railways and to remove the 
inconveniences felt by the English merchants in carrying on trade with 
Burmah. Mr. Jacob Bright said that the people of Lancashire were 
very much interested in the maintenance and strengthening of British 
empire in India. He said that in order to make British dominion 


The Pioneer and Lord Ripon. 


The oppression of the English. 


The Rajah of Susang. 


lasting in India, it was necessary to rule India in the interests of Indians. 


The Anglo-Indian merchants should mark that an _ English 
merchant has said that Government should remove the grievances of 
Indians. While the English merchants, says the writer, are full of nobleness, 
the Anglo-Indian merchants and planters are full of mean selfishness. 
Lord Dufferin has promised to do his best to extend railways and to main- 
tan peace. Hrom Lord Dufferin’s reply it appears that he is not a bad 
man. If Lord Dufferin is sincere, Indians may hope for happiness under 
his administration. 


5. The same paper hopes that Lord Dufferin will entitle himself to 
Lord Dufferin and the gratitude of the gratitude of Indians and to an enthusias- 


Ndians. 


tic reception, like that of Lord Ripon, by just 
government. Indians are not ungrateful. The history of 2nd December 
1884 will always testify to their gratitude for those who benefit them. 


6. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 3rd December, says that Lord Ripon has 
really strengthened the foundations of British 
rule in India. Lord Wellesley did indeed 
Conquer the Mahrattas and others, and Lord Dalhousie annexed various 
provinces, but Lord Ripon has won the hearts of the people. 


Lord Ripon. 


7. The same paper complains that the police officers are very much 
prone to oppression. When they go to make 
an enquiry they never pay anything for their 
necessaries. Many innocent persons are sent to jail tnrough the machination 
of the police officers. The writer is glad that the aumber of educated men 


The Bengal Police. 
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im the police is becoming larger and larger every day. It is desirable that 
it should be much larger still. 


8. Acorrespondent, writing to the same paper from Saldanga jp 


| Julpigoree, says that the people of Saldano 
ee lately suffered very preatly from scarcity ot 
food. They ate even arums for want of rice. But the importation of ‘tiga 
from Krishnagunge and the gathering of the new harvest have to a 


reat 
extent alleviated the distress for the present. But the pinch will come it 


April, when it will be necessary to afford the people relief. The Writer 


complains that though the road leading to the west from Saldanga ha, 
been constructed, the bridges necessary for the completion of the road have 


not yet been made. He also complains that money-lenders extort usurious | 
interest from the peasants, and recommends that agricultural banks should he | 


established in that part of the country. | 
9. A correspondent of the Rungpore Dik Frakdsh, of the 4th 


December, remarks that the rece 
Municipal elections in Bogra. ’ ot elections 


in the Bogra Municipality were, with the 


exception of a few irregularities, which are almost inseparable from all 


attempts to introduce any important public measure for the first time, 
fairly successful. 


10, Another correspondent of the same paper observes that the 
‘ican tbls ibaiiide te tall export trade of India, and particularly that in 


food-grains, is positively injurious to the coun- — 


try. The people export food stuff, which alone is produced in the country, and 
receive foreign manufactures in return. This accounts for the miserable 


condition of the people. It was otherwise under Mahomedan rule, when | 


food-grains were not allowed to be exported from India. 
1l. The Bhdérat Mitra, of the 4th December, remarks that the rules 


es recently laid down by Lord Ripon on the 
Lord Ripon's land settiement rules: subject of land settlement will prove exceed- 


ingly beneficial, and make his name more memorable even than that of 
Lord Cornwallis. es 


12. The Arya Darpan, of the 5th December, points out the desir- 
ie es etek ability of holding a public meeting in Calcutta 


for the purpose of raising subscriptions with | 
a view to provide for the ecucation of the large number of poor boys and © 


girls who now beg in the streets of the metropolis. They live on the . 


charity of the public for a few days, but as they grow up and their wants 
increase, they are compelled by necessity to swell the number of criminals. 
13. ‘The same paper contains a long account of Lord Ripon’s recep- 


i il aa tion by the people of Calcutta. The Editor 


| remarks that such a display of enthusiasn, 
loyalty, and gratitude was never before witnessed in the country. To no 


other Viceroy was such a grand reception ever before accorded by the 
people. The reason why Lord Ripon has been received with so much 
enthusiasm is that His Excellency has governed India according to 4 


righteous and impartial policy, and has sought to give effect to the noble | 


intentions of the Queen-Empress. This has enabled him to place the 
people of India under a lasting obligation. The Editor hopes that His 
Excellency will not forget India. 


14. The Pratikdr, of the 5th December, says that the case of 


in} ; the 
The case of Prasanna Bagdini. Prasanna Bagdini Came up for trial before 


ede Deputy Magistrate Mr. Rattray, who was 1 
charge of the district in the absence of the Magistrate on tour. Mr. Rattray, 


during the absence of Ramjibun, who is the complainant and uncle of 


Prasanna, asked her two questions, namely, what was her age and whether 
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che had any complaint to make. To these, Prasanna replied that her age 
ost 15 or 16 years, and chat she had no complaint to make. At this, 
Ramjibun 's complaint was dismissed, Mr. Rattray remarking in his order for 
xsmissal that the police had brought up Prasanna Bagdini, and_ that 
Ramjibun was not present ; that Prasanna had no complaint to make, and 
aid that her age was 16 years which he (the Magistrate) believed to be the 
nase, and that consequently the case could not proceed under section 861 
of the Indian Penal Code and section 551 of the Code of Criminal 


Procedure. Who will not after this, asks the Editor, praise the judicial | 


ibility of Mr. Rattray? , 

15. The same paper is glad that the Lieutenant-Governor has appoint- 
ed a Committee to enquire into the matter of 
the alleged cruelties in the Presidency Jail, 
and hopes that the offending jailor will not be suffered to go scot-free after 
throwing the whole blame on the shoulders of his subordinates. | 

16. The same paper remarks that under British rule European 
offenders are not visited with punishment. 
Kinglishmen ravish native females, kick and 
flog natives to death, shoot them dead, and drive their carriages over them 
vith impunity, and yet are not punished. How can oppression cease when 
such is the case P 

17. The same paper regrets to observe that the recent visit of the 

Famine and the Commissioner of the Commissioner of the Presidency Division to 
en Moorshedabad has not produced any beneficial 
result. It is not known what steps he has taken to learn about the distress, 
or whether he has personally made any enquiries about it of the people 
in villages, or has seen anything with his own eyes. So far as is known he 
has put his faith in the words of a few officials in Berhampore, and come to 
the conclusion that there is no distress in the district. Itis said that he 
disbelieved the words of a zemindar, who represented to him that the 
people were suffering considerably. 

18, <A correspondent of the _ a. ye Amlai, — 

+ against villace chowkeee thatthe local chowkeedars do not attend to 
7c: ed eames their work. The villagers pay the chowkeedaree 
tax, but do not get any benefit in return. 

19. The Prajdbandhu, of the 5th December, is glad to find that 

ae is the British Indian Association has at last 

The British Indian Association. decided upon giving an address to 
Lord Ripon. 

20. The same paper says that it will be a matter of great gratifi- 
cation for Lord Ripon to find that he is 
not wrong in his impression that the people 
of India have still life in them, and they can achieve great things if they 
undertake it with unanimity, that they can think for themselves, and that they 
are not slavishly obedient to the orders of Government. ‘The writer is glad 
to find that the’ natives spared no pains to give a suitable reception to 
{fis Lordship on his arrival at Calcutta. They were not in this instance 
inspired by any selfish motive. | 

21. The Bangabdst, of the 7th December, is appalled at the terrible- 
ness of the sufferings of famine-stricken 
people. Baboo Krishna Chandra Banerji 
went to see those parts of Burdwan where the sufferings are the greatest. 
Nine men have lost their lives for want of food. A large number of men 
has grown so weak and lean that they very often fall into swoons. 
Srimati Rajesvari Devi is distributing at Bara Palason rice to 130 men daily 


Cruelties in the Presidency Jail. 


European offenders not punished. 


Lord Ripon and the Natives of India, 


The famine in Bergal. 


it the rate of three quarters of a seer a day. Indeed she is saving the lives: 


(1 many of her fellow-creatures. 


PRaTIKaR, 
Dec, 5th, 1884. 
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Dec, 5th, 1884. 
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Dec. 7th, 1884. 


BaXNGABASI, 


Dec. 7th, 1884. 


BaNGABASI. 


BaNGaBasl. 


BANGABABI. 
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22. The same paper says, men of all. classes went to 
Station to receive Lord Ripon on 


at Calcutta. The sound of « 
ki jai” reverberated on all sides. 


23. The same paper says that serious charges have been brought a 


The reception of Lord Ripon. his arrival 


The zemindars of Devagram. 


Baboos Shyamapada Banerji and Duro. 
pada Banerji, zemindars of Devagram. The 
Baboos are indigo-planters and zemindars. The complainants  alleo, 
that the Baboos have sowed their ploughed lands with indigo, prevented 
a police officer from discharging his duties, and beaten him, and plundereg 
the houses of ryots. The charges are very serious. It is surprising to fing 
that petty zemindars can oppress their ryots in such a manner. The write, 
hopes that the case will be properly tried. 


24, The same paper says that the Famine Commission have recom. | 
mended a searching enquiry into agricultural | 


The Agricultural Department. 
e Agricultural Departmen matters. The Government should carefully 


record the results of this enquiry for eight or nine years together, to 
enable it to understand the condition of every village and every thana. Ag 
matters now stand, the rulers know nothing of the state of things in the 
mofussil. When there is a scarcity of food-supply in any place, the matter 
is ventilated in newspapers, It takes some time for the news to reach the 


rulers, who then instituté an enquiry. If the news is confirmed, an order } 


is passed by Government. It takes some time for the order to reach the 
place affected. But in the meanwhile a large number of deaths take place. 
Want of rain brought the places within the jurisdiction of the Bud-Bud 
thana to the brink of a famine in 1874. The same cause has produced 
the same result this year too. From this it appears that want of rain will 
always produce scarcity in that thana. The writer thinks that the digging of 
canals and tanks is essentially necessary in Bud-Bud, and not the construc- 
tion of roads. Under these circumstances, the writer condemns the action 


of Government in constructing roads in Bud-Bud to afford relief to the | 


people. This will indeed save their lives for the present, but it will not 
prevent future scarcities. 


20. The same paper publishes a long letter from Krishna Chandra 


ae Banerji who visited several places suffering 
Famine in Bengal. 


descriptions of several villages. 


The first of these villages is Kalsa, which contains 900 bighas of arable 
land, only 50 bighas of which have been cultivated this year. The local 
daroga reports that there is every probability of famine making its appearance 
in the village, and the villagers say that they are already suffering from want 
of food. ‘There are only five families in the village who will feel no want 
for the whole year, and there are four families who will not be in want for 
six months to come. Others have no supply in store. Pressure is being put 
upon the villagers for rent. There are six tanks in the village, of which two 
only contain water that may last to the middle of March. The distress of the 
people commenced from May last. It abated a little during the harvest time. 
During the months of September and October many had to go without food 
for two or three days together. The number of these is estimated at 700. 
Starvation will again commence by the middle of Paus. The higher classes 
have sold their valuables to procure food at a great disadvantage. The best 
proof of the existence of distress among the villagers is that they have grow® 
thin and lean for want of food. Many have been reduced to skeletons with 
their eves sunk intothe socket. A young man of sixteen has died from sheer 
want of food. ‘The writer learnt that every member in the family of one 
Mohesh Bagdi had their jaws locked through weakness for want of food. The 


the Sealdah 
Lord Ripon ; 


Painst | 


from scarcity. The letter gives detailed | 
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neighbours saved the lives of all of them by timely aid, but the jaws of 
ope of the boys could not be opened. This is not the only instance in 
ghich death has ensued from the effects of starvation. Eight or nine 
orsons have died in Burdwan. The writer gives a long list of those 
ghose suffering 1s intense. Baboo Shoshi Bhushan Mukerji, an Assistant 
syrgeon, and the Abkari Darogah of Culna, came to enquire into the 
condition of the village, but the writer thinks that a high officer should be 
deputed for this purpose. 

The second village of which Baboo Krishna Chandra speaks is Karui. 
The area cultivated in good years 1s 5,000 bighas, but this year only 200 
bizhas are under cultivation, and the yield per bigha is expected to be onl 
ix annas on the average. There are only twelve families who will feel no 
vant. ‘The new harvest will supply the people with food only for a month. 
The sufferings of the people of Dhawapara in this village are intense. Those 
that were once strong and able-bodied young men have grown thin and lean 
in the extreme. The man who can even under circumstances like these report 
that there is no famine in the country is indeed a murderer without 
any sense of right or wrong. The writer asks Mr. Thompson in 
all earnestness to come and see the condition of Karui. The condition 
of the middle classes is extremely wretched. Measures should be adopted 
fr granting some relief to these men. A young Mahomedan went 
to work for hire after three or four days of starvation. The man fainted 
and died. Assistant Surgeon Baboo Shoshi Bhushan Mukerji came to 
inspect the village. He paid a few pice to each of the sufferers. Wherever 
the Baboo goes he is said to pay a few pice to the sufferers. The writer 
gives a long list of these men. 

The third village mentioned in Krishna Baboo’s letter is Kulojora. Of 
2,000 bighas of land in the village, only 200 have been cultivated, 
and it is expected that 100 bighas only will yield a three-anna crop. 
The darogah has reported that a famine is apprehended in this village. 
There is not a single tank with drinkable water in the place. 

The fourth village is Karanda. But of 4,000 bighas of land only 90 
bichas have been cultivated. The Samantas have cultivated only 40 bighas 
out of 450 bighas, which they usually cultivate. There are only 
ten families in the village who will not be in want, and about 25 
families who will have food till April. Others have nothing to eat even 
soearly asthis. The writer thinks that some tanks should be excavated 
in the fields, but there is none who can undertake the works. 

26. A correspondent ‘writing to the same paper complains that 


eae dacoities are frequent in and about the juris- 
Dacoities in Rungpore. 


diction of the Dimla thana. The police have 
not yet been successful in tracing the offenders. 


27. The Sanjivant, of the 6th December, is glad to learn that before 
The separation of the judicial from leaving the shores of India Lord Ripon will 
‘te executive functions. issue a resolution on the subject of the 
separation of the judicial from the executive functions. 
_ 28. The same paper says that Dr. Cowie has forwarded the applica- 
Application for enrolment as volun. tion of the students of the Campbell Medical 
Vis School for enrolment as volunteers to 
Government with his own remarks. The writer says that he can foretell 
What the reply of the Government will be. If the rulers had had faith in 


the subject races they would have been enrolled long ago. 

29. The same paper condemns the action of Mr. Veasey, the Inspector- 
Mn. Veasey's and the officer ap- General of Police, in expelling Aa agg 
“nted to hear objection to voters or} o 
fran the Hooghly police lines. son, a Deputy Magistrate of Hooghly, who 


was appointed to hear objections to voters, 
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from the police lines at Chinsurah, where he was hearing them. Mr. Thomp. 
son showed him the letter which authorized him to hold his sittings at these 
lines. But as the letter was signed by a Bengali Deputy Magistrate jp the 


absence of the Magistrate and the Joint-Magistrate, Mr. Veasey did not tak. 
notice of it. 


80. The same paper says that in a case before Mr. Justice Cunningham 
one of the parties was ill, and Mr. Bonnerjeg 
asked for a postponement. Assistant Surgeon 
Baboo Rajendranath Mitra gave the sick man a certificate. Mr. Cunningham 
did not believe what the Assistant Surgeon said, and asked that the patient 
should be examined by another doctor. He was accordingly examined by 
Dr. Birch, who gave it as his opinion that the man, though ill, was not 
unable to attend the Court. Mr. Cunningham forthwith called upon the 
Assistant Surgeon to show cause why the certificate in question had been 
eranted by him. Baboo Rajendralal is a physician of note, and stil] 
Mr. Cunningham did not believe in his certificate. Dr. Birch also says that 
the man is ill, and still Mr. Cunningham orders the Assistant Surgeon to 
appear before the Court. Inscrutable are the ways of the High Court. 


31. The same paper says that the entire population of India jg 


Cus ciiaiiinet Sask thee anxious to show their respect to Lord Ripon, 

: But’ English officers in various places are 
throwing obstacles in the way of their showing him respect. The Magistrate 
of Arrah invited the European community to be present at the station when 


Lord Ripon passed, but the natives were not allowed to come in. The people 


Mr. Justice Cunningham. 


of Julpigoree came with flags and musical instruments. But the Superin- 
tendent of Police did not allow them to play the music. The offices in 


the metropolis were closed at 2 o’clock by order of the Government of Bengal 


on the day His Lordship arrived at Calcutta. But the Economic Museun, 
though it is an office under the Government of Bengal, was not closed, and 
Mr. Pedler, the Officiating Superintendent of the Museum, himself. watched 
till 5 o’clock lest any clerk of his office left it to show his respect to 
Lord Ripon. The writer thinks that officers like the Magistrate of Arrah, 


the Superintendent of Police at Julpigoree, and Mr. Pedler, should be | 
punished by Mr. Thompson. 


32. The same paper says that the reception of Lord Ripon on 


Tuesda nd Decem a 
The reception of Lord Ripon. uesd Ys the 2nd Dece ber, was hearty to : 


degree quite unprecedented in the annals of 
receptions of distinguished men in British India. 


33. The same paper thanks the Lieutenant-Governor for promptly 


sniine y — Ps 
Crueltics in the Presidency Jail. appointing a Commission to enquire into 


the matter of the cruelties practised in the 
Presidency Jail. UJis Honour should remove these blots on his administra 


tion before getting annoyed at the Native Press. Had such things taken 
place in England, it would have been very difficult for Government to retain 
its power. 
dt. The same paper says that the Hindu Patriot seems to have lost 
i es its senses, otherwise it would not have criticised 


we the actions of Lord Ripon in the way it bas 
done. Itis difficult to know whom that paper represents. It does not 


certainly represent the educated classes. It cannot be said to represent 
the Zemindars, for in spite of the prohibition by the Patriot the leading 
zemindars of Bengal and Behar have come forward to honour Lord Ripon. 
It does not even represent the British Indian Association. The Reception 
Committee includes at least 15 of the members of the Committee of that 
Association, and two of them are Vice-Presidents of the Association. 
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95 The same paper contains a letter from a correspondent at Madras. 
rhe apprehensions of the St. James's The correspondent alludes to the apprehen- 
gazette. sions of the St. James’s Gazette that there 
«ill be serious disturbances in India in the course of two or three years, and 
says that high officers in the Military Department have written to Govern- 
nest on the subject. Their apprehensions seem to be based on three grounds, 
riz. (1)—They_ have seen at the time of the imprisonment of Baboo 
gyrendranath Banerjee that tne people of India are gradually becoming 
united through a feeling of deep affection for each other. (2%)—They have 
seen that the haughtiness and race-feeling of the English are estranging 
the educated natives from them, and that most native soldiers 
are getting annoyed for the same reason (3)—They have also seen that 
at this juncture the French and the Russians are advancing from different 
directions towards India. The writer thinks that it is desirable that the 
Russians and the French should be near India, so that the Anglo-Indians 
gill remain in a state of constant fear and will try to conciliate natives. 


36. A correspondent writing to the same paper says that the Com- 
Scarcity in Nuddea and theCom. missinner ofthe Presidency Division and the 
missioner of the Presidency Division. Magistrate of Nuddea went to Govindpore to 
know the state of the country. The correspondent went to pay his respect 
to them. Several petitions were presented to the Commissioner, the purport 
of all of which was that people were suffering greatly for want of food and 
of water. But the Commissioner has, after seeing only a few places, come 
tothe conclusion that the rwbbee crop this year will be a good one. The 


peshkar tried his best to please his master. The writer believes that from 
February people will have nothing to eat. 


07. A correspondent, writing to the same paper from Midnapore, says 


iin Dita that the elections at that place were a complete 


success, and that able men have been 
selected as Commissioners. 


38. A correspondent, writing from SBajitpore in Mymensing to 


Registration of documents at Bajit- the same paper, says that the Registrar of 
pore. 


that place has wrongfuily compelled a 
poorman who came to register a temporary kabuliyat for five years to 
pay eight annas as court-fees and Re. 1-4 as registration fee. According to 
law the kabuliyat could have been registered without stamps. 


du. The Urdu Guide, of the 6th December, remarks that as the 


| : recent municipal elections in Serampore were 
Municipal election at Serampore. 

not conducted, according to some persons, 

who have memorialized the sub-divisional officer on the subject, in conformity 


with the rules laid down by Government, the prayer of the memorialists 
should be granted. 


40. The Gramvdrid Prakashikd, of the 6th December, approves of 


i Bie es the nomination of Baboo Joala Prasad, 


hae Deputy Collector of Allahabad, as a proba- 
loner in the Civil Service of the North-Western Provinces. The nominee 


isa graduate and belongs to a respectable family. Appointments of men 
like these are calculated to do justice to the Civil Service. 


41. The same paper dwells upon Lord Ripon’s exceeding popularity, 
tiie and remarks that no Governor-General was 
oa ever so much loved by the people of this 
country. They will not forget Lord Ripon as long as Indians remain men, 


ee as long as British rule lasts in India; nay, even if it shouldever come 
Oan end. 
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42. The same paper remarks that the result of the recent m 


oO Unic} 
eae de elections held all over the country has doce 

eee less exceeded the most sanguine expectati,,. 
of Government. The rate-payers presented themselves at the alias 
places in large numbers and shewed the greatest enthusiasm. ie 5 
Ripon’s Local Self-Government scheme, of which the elective system ; 
municipalities is but a part, is eminently calculated to conciliate the peo le 
to promote their advancement, and to secure the permanance of Britis, 
tule in India. 


43. The Sddhdrani, of the 7th December, referring to the reception 


ian , of Lord Ripon upon his. arrival into jt) 
eer es 8 ee metropolis, says that it has seen the reception 
of the Royal Princes, that it has heard of the crowds that gathered j, 


Calcutta when Government proposed to resume the Jakheraj lands, that it has 
heard of the defiant strike of the ryots of Nuddea against the tyrannica] 
planters, that it has seen the Imperial Assemblage in Delhi, but that it has 
never seen such gladness, such enthusiasm, and such gratitude as was seen 
on that occasion. 


44, The same paper says that what Indians want is that justice 


Sasieicind heat Raiens. should be done to them and that undvye 


| partiality should not be shewn to any class, 
Indians are sorry for and hate the unjust exclusion of competent natives 


from posts for which they are fit. India has been much benefited by 
Englishmen. They have taught Indians many things, India has by political 
revolutions been deprived of its former glory. A new life has now been 
infused in ker under British rule. William Carey and David Hare tenderly 
taught Indians many things. English merchants have taught Indians how 
to earn bread independently. The punctuality and cleanliness of English- 
men also are worthy of the imitation of Indians. It is the unity among 
the Anglo-Indians that has made the Defence Association so powerful as to 


make even Government bend before it. This unity too is worthy of the imita- 
tion of Indians. pies 


45. ‘I'he same paper says that the introduction of the Self-Government — 
scheme has made the name of Lord Ripon 
yoclf-Government and the repeal of 4 household word in the villages. When 


| } Union Committees were first formed in differ- 
ent villages, the joy of the people knew no bounds. The name of Lord Ripon 


also is well known in the villages for repealing the Gagging Act and for 
reducing the postage on newspapers. The writer says that the Lieutenant- 
Governor intends to leave such power in the hands of the officials as will 
make self-government nothing more than a name. The writer entreats 
the Viceroy to direct the Lieutenant-Governor to introduce the beneficial 
Self-Government measure in a liberal manner, and to give Lord Dufferin 
some advice on this matter. 
46. The same paper says that the hands and feet of every class of 
a ae zemindars have been tied by the Rent Bill 


in such a manner that the middlemen, whose 
number in Dacca alone is 50,000, will be ruined. If the object of law be 


to remove the grievances and inconveniences of the weak, Government 
should remove by law the inconveniences of weak zemindars as well as of 
weak ryots, Realization of rent by law suits is very costly, and thus many wicked 
ryots do not pay any rent for their lands. If it be ruled that a ryot will be deprived 
of his right in the lands held by him if the zemindars can show that he has 
not paid rent for three years, the zemindars will be able to realise rent easily. 
Tne writer recommends that for the benefit of the weak zemindars 3 
winiinum rate of rent should be fixed. Because the position of landlord 
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‘, honourable, many persons remain zemindars though they are losers by 
remaining such. If a ryot has to be ejected in course of a proceeding for legal 
realization or enhancement of rent, the zemindars should not be compelled to 
pay compensation. The right of ejectment should be conferred upon the 
zemindar who has to bear loss owing to the flight of tenants and the lying 
waste of lands. The ryots cannot suffer loss if notice is given one year 
before ejectment. The ryot who wants to hold a land for a longtime 
should not grudge to obtain maurasi right by the payment of a proper sum 
to the zemindars. Each owner of an undivided property should have the 
power of enhancing rent and ejecting ryots from his portion of the property, 
and provision should be made for ena bling such owners to divide the 
‘ncome among themselves. Provision should be made in order that wicked 
ryots may nob hold any land without the knowledge of the zemindar, Or 
say that it belongs to another zemindar. The onus of proving his claim 
should lie on the ryot who lays claim to the possession of a land by his 
family from the time of the Permanent Settlement or on the ground of 
some particular concession by the zemindar. Notices given by landlords or 
ryots and summons in cases between them should be sent by post, as the 
serving of these by court peons is very costly. 

47, The same paper says that a friend of the Editor who had gone 


Rude behaviour towards passengers 0 the Sealdah station on some business was 


by Railway Oudicers. 


constables. But two Englishmen were allowed to do so. The writer 
hopes that Government will give strict orders to railway officers against 
rude behaviour towards passengers. 
48. The same paper says that Lord Ripon’s Self-Government 
The recent municipal elections and scheme has proved a success. Many persons 
Self-Government. = thought that respectable men would not care 
to be Municipal Commissioners ; but everywhere respectable men have 
been returned as Commissioners. The writer’s apprehensions, however, 
have not yet been completely removed. If the elected Commissioners elect 
non-official Cnairmen from among themselves, then only will the honour of 
natives and of self-government be upheld. 
49. <A correspondent of the same paper writing from Brahma Sashan 
Pollution of drinkable water in in N uddea | requests the sub-divisional 
Brahma Sashan. officer to inspect the mofussil, and to take 
steps for preventing the scanty drinkable water in the villages from being 
polluted by the washing of clothes in it. 
00. Another correspondent of the same paper writing from Barana- 
gore, is glad that competent men have been 


Municipal elections in Baranagore. Ay ‘ ‘ 
F , returned as Municipal Commissoners in that 


ee 


51. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 7th December, remarks that if the 


Mr. White, Director of Public In- recent appointment of Mr. White, a young 
civilian, as Director of Public Instruction, 
North-Western Provinces, be really due to the cause referred to by the 
Statesman, the higher authorities should not.remain silent. It is extremely 
unreasonable that the promotion of civilians should be placed, as it often 


18, in the hands of their wives. - | 


02. The same paper contains a long article headed ‘ Another case 
of rape,” in which the Editor gives an 
account of the case of- Prasanna Bagdini, 
recently tried in Berhampore. We extract the following observations from 
the article:—In India, which is pre-eminently the land of chastity, and 
under the civilized British rule, news of no less than four cases of rape 
Committed on Hindu females has been received: within the last six or seven 
months, Justice has not been done in these cases by the law courts; the 
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hearts of natives have not wept as they ought to have cone; the sorrow ;, 
the public mind assuaged after a little agitation in the newspapers, 1}, 
pious Viceroy Lord Ripon contented himself with only administering a slicht 
rebuke in the Webb case ; his letter removed the little sorrow that was sti 
left in the minds of natives. How dreadful and what a matter of sorroy | 
Earthly Parliaments may not listen to these tales of sorrow, and may remain 
indifferent to them through inability to perceive their importance, but wijj 
not God listen to them ? That the descendants of the Aryans, who have 
made the names of Indian chaste females venerated, should 
remain indifferent to such matters is greatly to be deplored. If Govern. 
ment but took steps to check such cases of oppression, and the people 
sought redress, much might be accomplished, but there is no room fo 
such hopes in this subject and degenerate country. 

53. The same paper says that a correspondent of the Statesman 
has. exposed the cruelties practised in the 
Presidency Jail. The writer is surprised to 
learn that such inhuman cruelties are practised under the very eyes of the 
Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor. What is then the condition of jails 
in the mofussil? The principle has been recognized and proclaimed jin 
resolutions that there shall be no cruelties in the jails, and still it is violated 
in practice. 

The writer is glad to learn from the Statesman that a Committee has 
been appointed to enquire into the matter of these cruelties in the Presi- 
dency Jail. The writer hopes that His Honor will extend the enquiry to 
other jails under his government. 

54. The same paper says that the reception of Lord Ripon on his 
arrival at Calcutta was unusually hearty. No 
other Viceroy succeeded in winning the hearts 


Cruelties in Jails. 


The unprecedented reception. 


of the people so completely. 

55. ‘The same paper is glad to notice that Baboo Kisorilal Rai 
Chowdri of Baliati has converted the Dacca 
Jagannath School, established by himself to 
perpetuate the memory of his father, into a college, and is trying his best 
to make it increasingly useful. | 

56. The same paper noticed in its last issue a case in which the Jailor 

The case of the Jailor of the Dacca Of the Dacca Jail helped a debtor to eludea 
Jail. warrant. The writer hears that the Superi- 
tendent of Police, Dacca, has expressed a desire of transferring the deputy 


The Dacca Jagnanath School. 


jailor and of dismissing the warder named Madhu Sinha, and that the 


jailor will not be punished in any way. The writer would like to know 
why the jailor gave such an illegal order to the warder. People 
will think from this that if the superior officers are kept in good 
humour, there is nothing to fear from the consequenees of illegal acts. 
o7. A correspondent of the same paper writing from Naraingunge 
The Police officers of Naraingunge. complains that the local police officers nee 
tute false civil and criminal suits on them 
own authority. In one year there were five criminal cases be- 
tween the police officers and other persons. In two of these the police 
officers have been punished, and one, which was instituted by the police, 
has been dismissed on the ground of its being false. The Local Police 
Inspector Baboo Ram Kumar Das took up lodgings near the house of a 
respectable pleader. After this the Police Sub-Inspector and the Head 
Constable broke a hedge belonging to the pleader’s house. The Inspector 
also dispossessed the pleader of his privy. The pleader instituted a sult, 
and has obtained a decree in the Munsiff’s Court. Should innocent men 


be allowed to be troubled in this way? The police should keep the peace, 
but it is breaking the peace itself. 
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58, The Sdr Sudhanidhs, of the 8th December, observes in reference 
to the distress of the people in Bankoorah, 
Burdwan, Moorshedabad, and Beerbhoom, 
wing out of scarcity that the official reports are far from accurate, and 
that Government should help the afflicted without delay. If ever they 
need help they do so at present. 


59, The Prabhati, of the 8th December, says that Lord Ripon has com- 
pletely effaced the impression that was growing 
for some time in India that the HMnglish never 
do what they say, and that they cannot rule 
their subjects with justice when their own interests are concerned. The 
removal of this impression is of great service to Anglo-India. But the 
Anglo-Indians are not enlightened enough to appreciate this service of 
Lord Ripon. 


60. The Samaya, of the 8th December, says that the reception 
of Lord Ripon on Tuesday, the 2nd December, 
was an unprecedented success. ‘The people 
of India love His Lordship with all their heart; but it was never even 
dreamt of that Hindus, Musalmans, Parsis, Jews, Buddhists and Jainas 
would with one accord come forward to show their love and esteem to the 
retiring Viceroy. 

61. The same paper says that during the course of the past year 
convictions were obtained in 66 per cent. 
of cases sent up by the police in the courts of 
Magistrates, andin 51 per cent. of such cases in Sessions Courts. The 
Inspector-General of Police on the ground of small proportion of convictions 
recommended that the System of trial by jury be abolished ; but the Lieutenant- 
Governor has rejected his recommendation. His Honor is of opinion 
that there are not sufficient grounds for the abolition of the Jury system. 


Famine 10 Bengal. 


Lord Ripon’s great service to Anglo- 
{naia. 


The reception of Lord Ripon. 


The Bengal Police. 


The writer says that there are very few educated men in the Police 
Department, and that the officers are very inadequately paid. For this 
reason every one in the department from the highest to the lowest 
is open to bribery. Fifty per cent. of the men that are committed to sessions 
are well-to-do men, and they can afford to spend money for getiing a dis- 
charge. Fifty-one per cent. of the accused were convicted, but that does not 
show that the other 49 per cent. are innocent. ‘They escape conviction to a 
great extent, owing to the corruptness of the police or to the ignorance 
of the witnesses. The police conducts the prosecution in cases of murder, 
grievous hurt, and theft. Persons repeatedly accused of theft do not as arvle 
escape conviction. But in case of murder and grievous hurt, the police is all in 
all, and in the investigation of these cases it plays many tricks. As regards 
witnesses, the District Judges in the mofussil do not treat them with 
any consideration, and so respectable men do not as a rule care to 
give their evidence, their place being supplied by poor and ignorant 
men. Then again the jury is selected by the Police, and the names of very 
few educated men are to be seen on the jury list of a district. 

The Inspector-General of Police says that the juries often discharge 
criminals. But the writer says that if the jury be wrong in any case, the 
Judge may differ from them, and send up the case to the High Court. There 
3 a provision in the law for so sending up cases in which the Judge differs from 
the jury. But the number of such cases is very limited. The allegation 
of the Inspector-General that prisoners are discharged because they are tried 
by a jury falls to the ground. To save the honor of his department, the 
Inspector-General throws the blame on the jury. Such remarks are un- 
Wortiy of being published in official papers. 


San SUDHANIDHI, 
Dec, 8th, 1884. 


i Ppasuat, 
Dec. 8th, 1884. 


SaMAYA, 
Dec. 8th, 1884. 


SAMAYA. 


SamaYa, 
Dec. 8th, 1884. 


SaMaYa. 


SamayYa. 


( 1496 ) 


62. The same paper is glad to learn that the Lieutenant-Goyer,, 
The cruelties in the Presidency has appointed a Committee to enquire into the 
Jail. matter of the cruelties practiced in the Presi. 
dency Jail. The writer is of opinion that these cruelties will never be on 
a stop to unless the system of inflicting tortures be abolished altopethes 
and severe punishment inflicted on those who put prisoners to torture. 
The writer objects to the appointment of Dr. Mackenzie and of Dr. Hani, 
to the Committee, on the ground of their being connected with the Jai) 
Department. 

63. The same paper complains that the. sub-divisional officer of 

Serampore did not make any effort to make 
the recent municipal elections in that place 
a success. He did not take any pains to make the list of voters complete, 
The lists were not properly published. Notice was not properly circulated — 
by beat of drum as to the time and place of holding elections. But in spite | 
of the indifference of the sub-divisional officer the elections were fairly 
successful. From this it can be easily inferred that the self-government 
scheme will succeed in spite of the opposition of the civilians. 

64. Tne same paper notices that cholera of a virulent type has broken 
out among the mill operatives at Rishra, and has 
carried off 200 men iu ten or twelve days. The 
Serampore Municipality does not look to the sanitary condition of the 
locality, and hence cholera breaks out within its jurisdiction about the month — 
of April every year. 

65. The same paper says that the Enquiry Commission was not able 
to find any fault with the Commissioners of the 
Calcutta Municipality. The evidence taken 
rather tended to exculpate them. The Lieutenant-Governor who appointed 
the Commission was in great embarassment; the xglishman therefore 
suggested that outsiders should also be examined. Dr. Payne was accordingly 
examined last week. It was of course expected that he would speak against 
the Corporation, for he had been dismissed by the Commissioners, and had set 
on foot the agitation which resulted in the appointment of the Commission. 
But Mr. Cotton placed Mr. Payne in a very awkward position, by extorting 
from him damaging admissions. 

The writer does not understand why the report of the Commission 
was not submitted on the lst of December as was settled at first. Has the 
Commission any right to take fresh evidence ? 

66. The same paper is glad to hear from a trustworthy source that 

bas ie Lord Ripon will shortly after his arrival in 

| England be appointed Secretary of State for 

India. The natives are very sorry to lose the services of such a good man ; 
they will be consoled if he is appointed Secretary of State. 

G7. I'he same paper gives a brief summary of the Bhawanipore rape 


' ibly 

The Bhawanipore rape case. GaSe, and nays that a woman was st fe 
violated and kept in confinement. Nobody 

knew where she was, and whether she was alive. There was 00 


one to help her guardian in finding her out. Mr. Thompson said last yea 
that no difficulties arose in the mofussil on account of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. What would he say after the occurrence of this case? If Govert- 
ment is determined not to see these things, there is no help for it. 
68. The Jamalpore correspondent of the same paper 1s glad to 
Elections at Jamalpore. notice the elections of Municipal Com- 
: missioners which were held on the 20th ° 
November 1854. That day isa memorable day in the history of Bengal 
he writer thanks Lord Ripon with all his heart for introducing ™é 


Elections at Serampore. 


Prevalence of cholera at Serampore. 


The Enquiry Commission. 
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lective system into the municipalities of Bengal. The elections at 
Jamalpore took place on that day. According to Government orders the 
offices should have been closed on that day, but only some of the offices 
at Jamalpore were closed for half the day. The Audit Office was not 
elosed at all, the voters only were allowed to leave the office for an hour 
0. 

si 69. The Samachar Chandrikd, of the 8th December, says that the 
stories of oppression by the planters of Assam 
that reach the public, create a very unfavour- 
able idea of English character. The English should therefore punish these 
oppressors very severely. Some suggest that Government should appoint 
special officers to enquire into these cases of oppression. But the writer 
thinks that the evil will not be remedied until the natives take upon them- 
selves to remedy it. : 

70. The Ananda Bazar Patrika, of the 8th December, gives an 
account of Lord Ripon’s return to Calcutta, 
and of the grand and enthusiastic reception 
accorded him by the people on that occasion. Such a display of a nation’s 
gratitude, remarks the Editor, was never before witnessed in India. 

71. The same paper remarks, in reference to the result of the official 

enquiries about the recent railway accident at 
5 Arranghatta, that even if Government does not 
think it proper to thank the native Deputy Magistrate and tke station 
master of Ranaghat for their laboursin this connection, it should at least 
declare that in that matter they were not guilty of any default. 

72. ‘[he same paper publishes what it calls the diary of an Anglo- 
Indian Editor. The Editor in question is 
a bitter opponert of Lord Ripon, and is 
anxious to see that no address is given to His Excellency on the eve of his 
departure from this country. But he is disappointed. Every hour tele- 
crams reach him from various parts of India, announcing that people are 
according him enthusiastic receptions, and voting him exceedingly loyal 
addresses. ‘The Hditor gets more and more annoyed; he fines his servants 
who bring him the disagreeable telegrams and rewards those who vilify Lord 
Ripon. ven his last hope that the zemindars would not present an address 
to the retiring Viceroy is dashed to the ground. He thinks of inviting Lord 
Ripon to a party and there insulting him. His invitation is not accepted. He 
invites Russians to invade India, promising them support of the Anglo- 
Indians. At length he is driven mad by the deafening cheers given to 
Lord Ripon, grows boisterous, is ordered to be put in chains by his wife—an 
order which is promptly executed by his native servants. At last the Editor 
regains his sanity, and in despair makes up his mind to retire to a hermitage. 

73. ‘The same paper expresses great gratification at the acquittal of 
Laluram Panday by the Sessions Judge of 
Mozufferpore. But, asks the writer, who 
should be held responsible for the loss and trouble to which Laluram has 
been unjustly put ? 

74. The same paper remarks that Anglo-Indians who accuse Lord 
Ripon of having by his public measures 
lessened the loyalty of natives to the British 
Government would have perceived their mistake if they had been present 
to witness his reception. It is strange that instead of thinking it a matter 
of glory that natives are thus honouring a foreign ruler, Englishmen 
should be found to put obstacles in the way of Lord Ripon’s reception. 

75. Tne same paper remarks that during the recent Municipal 
elections in the country, the people evinced 
considerable enthusiasm, and that in most 
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places the best men hvae been elected as Commissioners. The Rqis, 
asks Government to nominate as Commissioners men of really independent 
views. 
76. The same paper condemns the action of those who agitate acaing 
the trade in opium carried on by Government 
The trade is of course immoral, but consider. 
ing that China will not cease to use opium, even if Government discontinues | 
the trade, and sacrifices a large revenue, and that the object of the agitators 
is evidently to enable Englishmen to establish opium factories in Ipdj, 
there is not much to be said against the existing arrangements, 
77. The Navavibhdkar, of the 8th December, says that no Viceroy of 
ore India, except Lord Ripon, could sincerely gq 
ee that he came with the sole object of benefitine 
India, and that he has benefited it to the best of his abilities. Lord Ripon, who 
can forsake everything for the sake of religion, and whose annual income from 
land is more than three lakhs of rupees, and who is not addicted to luxury, has 
not come to India owing togreed of money. Nor has he come here with the 
desire of exercising authority, for such desire finds no place in his pure heart, 
As noone could have imputed any selfish motive to John Bright if he 
had come out as Viceroy, so no one can attribute Lord Ripon’s acceptance of 
the Viceroyalty to any selfish feeling. Had Lord Ripon been surrounded by | 
good ministers, had the Provincial Governors acted like true colleagues, 
had not the civilians been unruly owing to support from their leader, had 
not the non-official Anglo-Indians been so outrageous, and had they not 
been encouraged by the Provincial Governors, Lord Ripon’s purpose would 
have been fulfilled, and India would have been immensely benefited. Lord 


Anti-opiam agitation, 


Ripon has given proof of his nobleheartedness in every matter. Lord 


Ripon has never knowingly committed any wrong. He upheld the hono 
of the Liberal party and of the liberal policy by repealing Lord Lytton’s 
Gagging Act. He was obliged to make a compromise in the matter of the 
Ibert Bill, as he had no other supporters in the Council than Messrs. I\bert 
and Hunter. He has not only followed a noble policy himself, but has 
compelled his subordinate Governors to do so. He did not allow Sir James 
Fergusson to add to the hardships of the poor by including the mhowa 
flower among excisable articles, and by passing a game law. Sir James 
Fergusson was also severely reproved for opposing the self-government scheme. 
Had he not pressed Mr. Grant Duff, the Salem prisoners would never 
have been released. Had he not reproved Mr. Thompson, Mr. Tayler 
and Major Ramsay would never have been punished. Every one has 

seen his letter on the Webb case. Lord Ripon has ordered that 
Bills and Government Resolutions, &c., should be published for the 
information of the public. Lord Rpion is an advocate of free trade 
principles. He believes that the introduction of these principles is beneficial 
in every country and under all circumstances. He has reduced the salt 
duties for the benefit ofthe poor. He has not consented to give up an income 
of 8 crores in deference to the cry of English hypocrites. He has not 
consented to the construction of railways at the expense of the State, but 
he wants that private companies should construct railways with some 
assistance from the State. He has always made efforts for improvi0g 
the condition of the ryots. He has prepared the way for the improve- 
ment of the condition of the ryots by amending the Tuccavi law, by giving 
orders for the remission of revenue in years of scarcity and by re-establish- 
ing the agricultural banks. Though he is himself a landlord, he as 
tried to benefit the ryots by the Rent Bill without caring anything for 
the hostility of the zemindar class) He has entitled himself to the 
sratitude of India by boldly protesting against the proposal for saddling 
Judia with the expenses of the Egyptian war, owing to which protest Indians 
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were exempted from the payment of half.of the expenditure. He has 
preatly benefited _the people by establishing the Postal Savings Banks. 
Had not Lord Ripon been a lover of peace, the Afghan War would not 
have come to an end so soon as it did. He has established peace in 
Afghanistan by making the Amir friendly. Englishmen were on all 
ides clamouring for a war with Burmah, because its king had placed 
obstacles in the way of English trade there. At that time Lord 
Ripon advised Mr. Bernard to address a conciliatory protest to the 


king. By that means war with Burmah was avoided. Immediately after 


setting his foot on the soil of India, Lord Ripon said that he would try 
his best to benefit all classes, and specially the lower classes. In his 
educational policy too Lord Ripon has been guided by his desire to 
henefit the masses. He is a great advocate of mass education; but 
he does not desire that high education should be discouraged. He has 
not also consented to wound the religious feelings of the people upon 
the pretext of teaching morality. He was a great advocate of scientific 
and technical education. Lord Ripon has advanced India by a quarter of a 
century in the path of progress. He hasearned eternal glory by doing justice 
to Baboo Romesh Chunder Mitter by appointing bim officiating Chief 
Justice of the High Court. He has opened the doors of the Opium 
Department to natives, and has made arrangements for selecting clerks by 
competitive examination. | 

78. The same paper says that all arrangements in the Excise Depart- 
ment have been made with the object of 
increasing revenue. No attempt was made 
until quite recently to prevent the mischief produced by these arrangements, 
The work of the Excise Department was for the first time gravely cen- 
sured in 1874, when the leaders of the native community petitioned Go- 
vernment for the abolition of the mischievous arrangements which were in 
force in that Department. But the prayer was not granted. This time the 
Excise Commission has recommended at Mr. Thompson’s order that means 
should be adopted to prevent the increase of drunkenness. The writer waits 
to see what results follow from this recommendation. 

79. The same paper says that the enthusiasm displayed on the occa- 
sion of the reception of Lord Ripon and other 
signs of political life visible among natives have 
awakened the hope in the writer’s mind that Indians will one day be 
recognized as a great nation. The common people are catching political 
enthusiasm from the educated classes. 

80. The same paper says that upon seeing that the evidence taken 

Dr. Payne’s evidence before the En- by the Commission of Enquiry did not prove 
qury Commission. the fault of the Municipal Commissioners, 
the Lnglishman proposed that Dr. Payne and others should be examined 
Upon this Dr. Payne was invited to give evidence before the Commission. 
Mr. Cotton, the representative of the Municipality on the Commission, 
placed Dr. Payne in an awkward position. Strong in the _ support 
of the lLieutenant-Governor, Dr. Payne did not care for the 
Commissioners when he was the Municipal Health Officer. He acted 
— according to his own sweet will and without consulting the Commissioners. 
Owing to this quarrel would often break out between him and them. For 
this reason Dr. Payne is so much angry with the Municipal Commissioners. 
Mr. Cotton has succeeded in making him ina manner admit this. Dr. Payne 
las said that it does not concern him to know what the Commissioners have 
done, and that it is only necessary for him to know what they have not done. 
This shows that he does not take the least trouble to ascertain what the 
Commissioners do. Still he has signed without any scruple two memorials 
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against the Municipality. Dr. Payne has‘admitted that cholera rageq ;, 
every part of Bengal in March and April last. Still he says ‘that cholera 
raged in Calcutta not owing to the change of season, but owing to the bad 
sanitary arrangements of the town. He has not also been able to 


speci 
the matters in which the Commissioners are guilty of neglect, _— 
81, The same paper says that the appointment of the Commissigy 
for making enquiries about. the cruelty jp 
the Presidency Jail will have the effect of 
diminishing the demoniac oppression upon the prisoners. It is strange that 
such horrible oppression is committed in the metropolis of India unde, 

British rule. a 

82. The same paper referring to the enthusiasm displayed on the 
Enthusiasm displayed on the occasion of the. recent Municipal elections, 
occasion of the Municipal elections. © gays that such enthusiasm was never before seen 

among lifeless Bengalis. The people talked of nothing but the elections, 
83. The same paper says that famine has made its appearance in 
several districts of Bengal. The special cor. 
respondent sent by the Bangabds? is seeing 


The cruelty in the Presidency Jail. 


Famine. 


with his own eyes the distress of the people, and is: moving Bengalis — 


with pity by his pictures of their sufferings. The people in villages 
are half dead from starvation, and some are dying, still the officials are saying 
that there is no famine in the province. Wiull not the officials admit the 
presence of famine unless towns and villages are depopulated as they were 
during the Deccan famine. Lord Dufferin who is coming as Viceroy isa 
new man. Consequently Mr. Thompson is now the only hope of.the people. 
But he disbelieves that there is famine owing to his. implicit faith in the 
statements of wicked counsellers. The officials, too, believe in the rose. 
coloured reports of their subordinates. The writer earnestly entreats 
the Lieutenant-Governor to believe in the statements of native papers 
regarding the distress in the province. Se : 
84, The same paper says that the District Judge of Mozufferpore has 
The cases of Laluram Panday and Upheld justice and the reputation of the 
Mohur Gope. English nation by discharging Laluram 


Panday. The writer cannot say what would have happened if the case had 


not been transferred to Mozufferpore. Because Laluram had money and 
courage, his case was transferred to Mozufferpore. But as the poor Mohur 
Gope had neither money nor friends, his prayer for postponement, which he 
made with a view to transferring his case, was not granted by the just Magis- 
trate of Purneah, and he has been sentenced to three months’ rigorous 
imprisonment. But the taking of the calf by Mohur to his house, which 
gave rise to the case of Laluram Panday, is not regarded as theft by the Judge 
of Mozufferpore. Why then should Mohur suffer imprisonment ? Why then 
also should Mr. Beamish be transferred and Mr. Weekes escape with 
impunity P es 
85. The same paper says that the people sympathize so much with 
The reception of the Salem prii the unfortunate inhabitants of Salem, who 
—, had been unjustly transported, that they were 
most cordially welcomed when they landed at Madras. They were 
decorated with garlands and anointed with attar and rose-water. 
86. The Som Prakash, of the 8th December, says that Lord Ripon 
Sond Riven. isa Viceroy in the true sense of the word. 
: He alone who pleases his subjects by Jus 
government is a real king. A Viceroy should like kings possess the 
above quality. Of the Governor-Generals who have come to India, only 
Lord Bentinck, Lord Canning, and Lord Ripon have been found (0 
possess that quality. Anglo-Indians shewed their want of nobleness 1" 
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the Ilbert Bill agitation. : They have also given proof of the same defect by 
not welcoming Lord Ripon. The writer. says that the more natives 
hecome enlightened, and the more clearly they see that the Anglo- 
Indians are doing them injustice and Government is showing undue 
artiality for the Anglo-Indians, the more bitterly will natives be hostile 
to the Anglo-Indians. This bitter hostility, unless removed by just treat- 
ment, will lead either to the annihilation of Indians, or to the subversion 
of British rule. The writer requests that Lord Ripon will continue to 
eerve India from: England... ee: sre: 
87, A-correspondent of the same paper, writing from Ranaghat, says 
| that Lord Ripon was very cordially welcomed 
_1n-that place. The Viceroy visited Ranaghat 
with the object of seeing native patshalas. Mr. Clarke went to the place as the 
representative of the Director of Public Instruction. He was accompanied 
by his able and distinguished assistant Baboo Radhikaprasanna Mukerjea, 
whom he entrusted with the work of showing His Excellency the patshalas. 
Lord Ripon told Radhika Baboo that he (Lord Ripon) should have turned his 
attention to the subject of mass education one year before, and that he was 
extremely sorry that he had not turned his attention to the matter earlier. - 
88. Another correspondent of the same paper says that the old Com- 
missioners of the Santipore Municipality have 
been re-elected, and that the rate-payers could 
not take advantage of the elective system which has been introduced into the 
municipality to keep them out, 
89. The Surabhi, of the 9th December, says that the people of 
The establishment of ® céllege for Calcutta will erect a suitable memorial, and 
technical education in honor of Lord at the same time supply a great want of 
— the country if they establish a college for 
scientific and technical education like the people of Bombay, who intend 


o < gam the memory of the retiring Viceroy by establishing such a 
college. : 


90. The same paper says that every Indian will shed tears when 

Spor oe Lord Ripon leaves the country. India never 

kt Rel obtained a ruler so friendly as he, and no one 
can say whether it will ever obtain another such ruler. | 


91. The same paper says that the Local Self-Government Bill for 
ae , Bengal is not at all suited to the advanced 
_2state of the province. Vigorous agitation is 
necessary for the passing of the Billin an improved form. _ 


Lord Ripon’s visit to Ranaghat. 


Municipal election in Santipore. 


The Local Self-Government Bill. 


92. The same paper referring to the acquittal of an English soldier 


of Lahore, named Byrne, who killed a native, 
se ot says, it seems that so long as the English 
remain in India, Englishmen guilty of killing natives will be acquitted. 
Jd. The same paper says that the unjust officials who preferred false 
The officials complicated inthe COatges against the innocent Salem prisoners 
unjust punishment cf the Salem should have been punished. But Government 
gape -. haa not yet become so just as to punish these 
oilicials. Indians should consider it a great favour that Government has 


released the prisoners upon coming to see the fault of the officials in the 
matter. | : 


Acquittal of the soldier Byrne. 


*2 


94. The same paper says that when the Secretary of State has 
supported the exodus of the Governors 
hiln ote Of the Governors to the to the hills that system will not be soon done 


away with. 


Ex 
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95. The same paper is glad that Laluram Pandy has been releas 


and says that a motion should soon be 
* e mad 
“i, Soe ” Laluram Panday and in the High Cour [i i lhe e 
innocent Mohur Gope, who is rotting jp 


ed, 


jail. 
96. The same paper says that several Anglo-Indians who are hostile 
ee ern to the independence of Bengalis in a) 
7 matter have established a Health Association 
with the avowed object of improving the health of the town, but with the 
real intention of curtailing the freedom of the municipality. With, recarg 
to the Association’s proposal to supply the municipality with information 
regarding sanitary matters and suggestions as to sanitary improvement, the 
writer says that it may be allowed to furnish information, but it cannot 
be allowed to advise on sanitary matters, as no member of it is versed ip 
Sanitary science. 
97. ‘The same paper says that it has often said that natives will give 
proof of greater ability than Englishmen if 


Natives in charge of districts. ‘ us * ed. 
seine entrusted with the charge of divisions, districts, 


or sub-divisions. Recently Government has testified to the truth of the 


statement by praising Baboo Romesh Chunder Dutt for his successful 


administration of Backergunge. He has diminished the number of riots 
which are very common there. : 


98. The same paper hears that the enquiries of the Commission 


appointed to enquire about the cruelty in 
the Presidency Jail have disclosed that the 
cruel treatment of the prisoners in that jail is so horrid that the torture inflicted 
on persons in uncivilized countries sinks into insignificance when compared 
with it. If Mr. Thompson, says the writer, has the least Christian pity in 
his heart, he should put an end to such horrible oppression without delay. 
99. The same paper says that probably the Government of no country 
The deception practised by the tries to deceive its subjects so much as the, 
nae Coreen English Government tries to deceive Indians. 
It has always promised to act according to the noble proclamation of the 
Queen, but has not yet done so, It pretends to take representatives of the 
people in the Councils by appointing worthless rich men as members of these 
assemblies. Jord Ripon tried to put an end to this deceiving policy. 
by appointing really competent men as members of the Legislature Council. 
It is gratifying to observe that some Provincial Governors are imitating Lord 
Ripon in this respect. Recently an educated and able native has been taken 
into the Madras Council. 
100. The same paper says that history does not record rw an 
| , enthusiastic reception, as that accorded to 
ene mornin at 500" Dipee- Lord Ripon upon his arrival into the metro- 
polis, to any foreign ruler in any age or in any country. The reception 


The cruelty in the Presidency Jail. 


shows the world whether Indians are grateful or not. It also gives proof of 


the stirring up of national life. The countless millions of India who have 
learnt to honour just rule cannot be ruled by the sword much longer. : 
101. The same paper says that the Pioneer, the Englishman, the 


Partiality towards Anglo-Indian Saturday . Evening Journal, the Overland 


alan ——— with the charge Mail, and the Hoening Mal have been 

exempted from additional postage when ther 
weight exceeds 10 tolas. The writer asks that when these papers have 
been exempted from such postage on the ground of their generally weighing 
under ten tolas, why should not the native papers also, which general do 
not weigh more than ten tolas, be exempted from the postage? by 


co ac? Fes ES 
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has special favour been shown to several anti-native newspapers? Is this 
‘yatice ? 
i 102. ‘The same paper says that Indians never shewed such respect to SURABHI, 
he reception of Lord Ripon and the any English Governor as they are showing to ee 

sason to be learnt from it. Lord Ripon. The native inhabitants of every 
lace through which Lord Ripon has passed has honoured him. Indians 
ae honoured Lord Ripon so much, because they have understood 
hat Lord Ripon tried to govern India without any distinction of race, 
and that he has tried to introduce a truly noble policy in the Govern- 
ment of India. Englishmen may learn a very important lesson from the 
enthusiastic reception of Lord Ripon. They may learn from this that if India 
‘3 governed justly British rule will become permanent in India. The 
Anglo-Indians are the great obstacle in the way of the adoption of 
aliberal policy in the Government of India. The question is, whether 
England should injure both England and India by dissatisfying millions 
of Indians in order to satisfy a handful of Anglo-Indians. The writer 
hopes that the experienced Lord Dufferin will tread in the footsteps of Lord 
Ripon. 


103. The same paper says that Indians will not soon forget Lord 
‘il Cian Ripon who has governed them justly. Lord 


Ripon has given proof of his noble-hearted- 
ness in every matter. He ended the Afghan War in a very skilful 


manner. He also managed things so skilfully that those who had supported 


the Gagging Act supported its repeal. He has also benefited the 
country by extending the principle of financial decentralisation. 


104. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 9th December, says that Govern- sospwan Sansiven, 


ee ment has not yet been able to trace the real —_Nov. tb, 1884. 
ree cause of famines in India, for it attributes them 
towant of rains or to the consequent want of food-grainus. But the writer 


says that the poverty of the agricultural classes is the real cause of famines. 
Tne cultivators are so poor that they are entirely dependent on the money- 
lenders, who gladly advance them grains in good years, but in bad years 
try their best to sell their grains to the best advantage. The agriculturists 
are put to great difficulty when loans are refused them. The writer is 
strongly of opinion that the country is never in want of grains sufficient for 
the consumption of the population. The stock of rice already existing in the 
country and the produce of the new harvest will be enough for the wants 
of the population, but both the people and the Government are aware 
that there is famine in the land. Government is not yet aware of 
the cause of famine when the supply of food-grains is not deficient, and 
hence it is that His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor has come to the 
conclusion that there is no apprehension of famine. 


105. The same paper says that the absence of such a friend as Lord gospwas Saxstvant. 


Dil haciaaetileniiee, Ripon would be intolerable to the people of 


India. The people are grateful for the fear- 
lessness with which he has pursued the policy of conciliation towards the 


natives. The death of Fawcett and the retirement of Lord Ripon have filled 
the writer with fear. The more the people of India learn to understand 
their own rights, the more do they become an eyesore to a certain section of 
Anglo-Indians. But the fault is not of the natives of India. Fifty 
years before this they regarded every Englishman as a god. But they 
do not do so now. They now venture to contradict what an English- 
man says, and distance Englishmen in the work of the administration 
of justice, Englishmen are unable to understand the ‘policy of the 
Queen’s Proclamation, or they are unwilling to give effect to it, and this 
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is the real cause of the estrangement of feelings between natives 
Europeans. and 
106. The same paper says that the elections in the Burdwan Muni; 
The Chairman of the Burdwan Mu- lity were successful. But the writer is af 


re oun sur ris 
nicipality. to hear that the Commissioners "ha 


decided upon having an official for their Chairman. If this is true, if th 

is no man among the Commissioners worthy of becoming Chairman i. 

elective system should be abolished in Burdwan. oe 
107. A correspondent writing to the same paper says that places 


Hil iad within the jurisdiction of the Katwa sub. 

division have had a succession of bad years 
In some villages the yield of the fields would be two to four annas and 
in some even less. The rabi crop does not grow in this part of the count; 
The villagers are starving and leaving their villages. The money-lendino 
classes are not numerous in this sub-division, and the few morey-lenders tha, 
are to be found are not willing to advance anything, for the raiyats have 
not the wherewithal to pay these advances back. 


108. The Samvad Purna Chandrodaya, of the 10th December, say; 


dis savease of wild call. that after the great epidemic Bengal has in 
many parts been filled with jungle which 
has become the abode of wild animals. A large number of men fall a prey 


to these every year, but Government never makes any attempts to prevent 
loss of life from this cause. 
109. The Samachar Chandrika, of the 19th December, condemns the 
Partiality of Postal authorities. action of Mr. Kisch, the Officiating Post. 
master-General of Bengal in issuing . 
circular that the Znglishman and some other Anglo-Indian papers will not 
be charged with extra postage even if they exceed ten tolas. The 
impression that no distinction of race is ever made in framing rules under 
the British Government is removed by this action of Mr. Kisch., 
110. The Samvdéd Purna Chandrodaya, of the 11th December 


gives a brief summary of the Bhawanipore 


The Bhawanipore rape case. <— 
Te ee rape case, and remarks that it is a matter of 


ereat regret that such things should happen under the rule of the civilized | 


English nation. Government should do something to check such oppression, 
otherwise it will be ever on the increase. 

111. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 11th December, thinks that the 
Mr. Cotton on the Enquiry Commis- questions put by Mr, Cotton to Dr. ,Payne 


sion. were just and proper. From these questions 
the real motive of the quarrel between the Government and the Municipality 


has become apparent. The writer thinks that Mr. Thompson will now 
understand the trick played by Dr. Payne and Mr. Cunningham, and will 
censure them in the same way as he has punished Messrs. Ramsay and 
Taylor in connection with the Nuddea students’ case. 

112, The Prabhdti, of the 12th December, says that in reply to the 


: itants of 
Self-Government and Lord Dufferin. address presented by the inhabita 


Ahmedabad, Lord Dufferin has said that he 
will not fail to foster the Local Self-Government scheme with care. The 


writer is glad to find that His Lordship is prepared. to encourage self- 
government, the favourite scheme of Lord Ripon, and the best means for 
teaching the people to manage their own affairs. His Lordship appears t0 be 
favourably disposed towards Lord Ripon’s policy. If he supports that policy. 
he will earn the gratitude of the native population. His Lordship has assure 

the people that he will not care for the pleasure or displeasure of aby class 


of men. The writer will be glad if His Lordship is able to keep 
his promise. 
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113. The Samvdd Furna Chandrodaya, of the 12th December, notices 
the arrival and reception of Lord Dufferin in 
Bombay. The writer asks his countrymen to 
proceed in a body to the Howrah station to welcome their future ruler on the 
day he comes to Calcutta. 

114. The Samvdd Bahikd, of the 20th November, expresses great 
sorrow atthe death of Baboo Shashibhusan 
Mukerjee, special correspondent of the Utkal 
Darpan, who had made canal oppression a special subject of study, and 
whose evidence before the Canal Commission would have been of great value. 

115. Referring to the convictions in Sessions cases that came up 
before the Sessions Judge of Balasore in the 
last quarter, the same paper remarks that the 
number of acquittals for want of evidence 
was too large to be in any way creditable to the police officers concerned. 

116. The same paper highly praises Lord Ripon for his order 
on the subject of providing gratis medical 


attendance on all Government clerks and 
all medicines necessary for their treatment. 


117. The Utkal Dipikd, of the 22nd November, invites both the 
landlords and tenants interested in any way in 
the Orissa High Level Canal to collect facts and 
statistics, and prepare reports and petitions concerning the alleged canal 
oppression for submission to the Canal Commission, whose members will stand 
in need of such materials to work upon. 

118. Referring to a large number of appeal cases in connection with 
canal revenue oppression, which the Com- 
missioner has sent back to the Collector of 
Cuttack for reconsideration, the same paper suggests that a special officer 
should be appointed to decide them, inasmuch as they vitally affect the 
interests of a large number of poor tenants. 

119. Zhe Uikal Durpan, of the 25th November, reports that the 
proceedings in connection with the election 
of Municipal Commissioners in the Balasore 
Municipality passed off quietly and successfully without dissatisfying anybody 
In any way. , 

120. The same paper reports that the active export of rics from 
the Balasore port has been the cause of 
distress among the poor people of that town. 
121. Thesame paper further reports that the Balasore National 
Society have appointed some lecturers to explain 


The reception of Lord Dufferin. 


Orissa canal oppression. 


Convictions in Sessions cases in 
Balasore. 


Medical attendance on clerks. 


Orissa canal oppression. 


Orissa canal oppression. 


Municipal elections in Balasore. 


Export of rice from Balasore. 


Local Self-Government and the Bala- 
sore National society. 


Bill to the illiterate people of the town. 


122. A correspondent of the same paper points out that the Cuttack 
and Sambalpore road is in a wretched condi- 
tion, and becomes impassable in the rainy 
It therefore urges all the Gurjat Chieftains through whose estates 


The Cuttack and Sambalpore road. 


season. 
the road passes to repair it in proper time. 


123. The same paper remarks that Mr. Metcalfe, the new Commis- 
sioner of Orissa, is gaining golden opinions 
in the Balasore district, whither he hus 


Mr. Metcalfe. 


proceeded on an inspection tour. 
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